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Wake Electric Cooperative Launches Program to
Connect Consumers with Congress and Encourage
Balanced Energy Legislation

W

ake Electric cooperative today launched
a program aimed at helping to craft an
affordable national energy policy. The Find a
Balanced Solution campaign explains current national
energy policy issues and provides consumers with ways
to get in touch with their elected officials to keep their
electric rates affordable.
The Find a Balanced Solution campaign, which is
the joint effort of several states’ electric cooperatives
in the Southeast, includes a toll-free phone number
and Web site that can connect consumers with their
Congressional representatives. The phone number is
1-877-40-BALANCE or 1-877-40-225-2623, and the Web
site is www.findabalancedsolution.com.
The Find a Balanced Solution Web site hosts
information about factors that are influencing electricity
costs, legislative issues and renewable energy. “We
encourage electric cooperative members and all
electricity consumers to spend time on the Web
site to learn about the ways Congress can balance
environmental needs with family budgets,” said
Jim Magnum, CEO and General Manager. Mangum
continued, “When consumers feel like they understand
the issues, we urge them to call their elected officials by
using the toll-free telephone number or to contact their
Representatives by sending an e-mail, which they can do
through the Web site.”
This year, Congress will likely vote on legislation
that raises energy costs to accomplish environmental
goals. Several pieces of legislation already have been
introduced. Some could raise electric rates by 40 percent.
Wake Electric believes that cooperative members

and electricity consumers can help influence the debate
on energy policies because elected officials work for
their constituents. Congress must find a solution that
balances environmental needs while assuring reliable
and affordable electric service. Get involved today
at www.findabalancedsolution.com or by calling
1-877-40-BALANCE.

Call to report outages: 919.863.6499 or 800.743.3155
Regular office hours: M–F, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Telephone hours: M–F, 7 a.m.–9 p.m., 863.6300 or 800.474.6300
Underground locating service: Call 811

The Realities of a Renewable Energy Future
A

sk anyone to describe renewable
energy, and nine times out of 10
they will include either wind or solar
power in their answer. The two have
become iconic symbols of “green
electricity,” and rightfully so.
And while we will continue to rely
on fossil fuels such as coal and natural
gas, such as well as nuclear power
and hydropower, to produce most
of our electricity needs, this doesn’t
mean we’ll be hearing less about
renewable energy in coming years.
In fact, the opposite is true.
Twenty-eight states, including
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North Carolina, and the District
of Columbia have already passed
laws creating renewable portfolio
standards, often called RPS for short,
which require electric utilities and
other retail suppliers of electricity
to add a specific percentage of
renewable energy to their power
supply mix by a certain date. More
states are expected to follow this
trend, and a federal mandate could
be passed by Congress this year.
For North Carolina, the Renewable
& Efficiency Portfolio Standard states
that the following percentages must
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be met by certain dates: 2012—3%;
2015—6%; 2018—10%. Forty
percent of the requirement can come
from increased energy efficiency and
25% can come from outside N.C.
In order to meet this requirement,
several N.C. coops have invested
in a wind farm in Iowa and a QVCoperated solar farm near Rocky
Mount, NC.
As you can see in the chart
below, electric cooperatives lead
the utility industry in the amount of
renewable power supplied to our
consumers, and we’re ready to share

W

ake EMC is encouraging
members to replace their old
incandescent light bulbs with Energy
Star® fluorescent bulbs by June
30, 2009. Two winners will receive
a $150 credit on their electric bill.
Winners will be notified in July 2009.
All the member has to do is mailin or drop-off a receipt that shows
a compact fluorescent lamp (CFL)
purchase made between March 1,
2009 and June 30, 2009. On the
back of the receipt, the member
must include an account number,
name, email address (if applicable),
and a telephone number to be
entered in our drawing.
Only ONE receipt per member
household can be entered. The
number/quantity of CFLs purchased
does not matter—as long as there is
at least one CFL purchase listed on
the receipt.
Only two lucky members will
win the $150 credit on their electric
bill, but every member that installs
a fluorescent bulb in their home or

Wake

ElectriConnection

WIN $150 CREDIT!

our experience with policymakers
as they consider ways to make more
green power available. As a member
of Wake Electric, you have the power
to actively engage members of
Congress and focus their attention
on the many ways electric co-ops are
working to provide a safe, reliable,
and affordable supply of power in a
environmentally responsible manner.
If you haven’t already done so,
please get involved in the “Find a
Balanced Solution Campaign” at
www.findabalancedsolution.com
or call 1-877-40-BALANCE and ask
your elected representatives this
important question: Are you willing
to work with electric cooperatives to
ensure our nation has reliable power
at a price consumers can afford?
Electric co-ops support national
energy and climate change legislation
that can be sustained politically
and economically over the decades
necessary to make a difference. To
help make this happen, we need
your help. Please visit the Web site
www.findabalancedsolution.com today.

Win $150 by simply
changing a light bulb!

business stands to save as much as
$30 per year.
All receipts must be received at our
office by 5 p.m. on June 30, 2009, in
order to be eligible for the drawing.
Receipts may be enclosed in the
electric bill or mailed separately and
directly to:
Wake Electric
Attention: Change a Light Program
P.O. Box 1229
Wake Forest, NC 27588
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Wake Electric to give $50,000 to deserving teachers
Teachers Can Apply Now For 2009–10 Bright Ideas Education Grants

W

Teachers like Nicole Sheridan of
Laurel Mill Elementary used Bright
Ideas funds to teach her 4th grade
students how to build electrical
circuits in class.
D
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ake Electric has earmarked at $50,000 for classroombased projects through their funding of the Bright
Ideas education grant program for the 2009–2010 school
year. Teachers can learn about the program and apply
online beginning April 20 at www.ncbrightideas.org.
The deadline for teachers to submit a Bright Ideas grant
application is September 18, but teachers who submit their
application by the early-bird deadline on August 17 will be
entered in a drawing for a $500 Visa gift card.
Certified K–12 teachers in North Carolina are eligible
to apply for a Bright Ideas grant. The Bright Ideas
education grant program is currently the only program in
the state exclusively for classroom educators.
“North Carolina’s Touchstone Energy cooperatives
are in their 16th year of the Bright Ideas education grant
program and are excited to award $50,000 in grants again
this year,” said Angela Perez, Bright Ideas coordinator for Wake Electric. Last
year, the state’s electric cooperatives distributed more than $587,000 in Bright
Ideas grants, benefiting more than 116,000 students.
Bright Ideas grants finance innovative classroom projects that would
otherwise go unfunded. Over the years, North Carolina’s Touchstone Energy
cooperatives have sponsored a variety of hands-on projects, including
activities in music, art, history, language, reading, science, career-planning
and information technology.
Since its inception in 1994, the Bright Ideas grant program has awarded
more than $6.5 million in grant money to North Carolina’s teachers to
sponsor more than 5,900 projects benefiting more than 1 million students.
“We’re eager to continue improving education in North Carolina classrooms
through the Bright Ideas education grant program this year,” said Perez.
“N.C. cooperatives anticipate that we will surpass the $7 million milestone in
grant money awarded to teachers this year, allowing us to reach even more
students across the state.”
The primary elements of the application process include an explanation of
the project and how it will benefit students. A sample application is available
on the Web site. For those teachers who have questions or require more
information, contact Angela Perez at 919.863.6376 or angela.perez@wemc.com.
The Bright Ideas education grant program is part of the electric
cooperatives’ ongoing commitment to North Carolina communities. North
Carolina’s electric cooperatives serve more than 2.5 million people in 93 of
the state’s 100 counties.
Bright Ideas grant money is made possible by voluntary contributions by
members and employees to Operation RoundUp. Through the Operation
RoundUp program, participants allow their bills to be rounded up to the
next whole dollar and that money to be used to fund community programs
like scholarships and grants. For example, a light bill of $124.91 would
be rounded up to $125.00 and that 9 cents would go towards Operation
RoundUp funded programs.
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1. Check the wattage of all bulbs in your lights.
͔$UHWKHEXOEVWKHDSSURSULDWHZDWWDJHIRUWKH
VL]HRIWKH¿[WXUHV"$EXOERIWRRKLJKZDWWDJH
PD\OHDGWR¿UHWKURXJKRYHUKHDWLQJ

͔$UHDOOH[WHQVLRQFRUGVEHLQJXVHGRQO\RQD
WHPSRUDU\EDVLV"([WHQVLRQFRUGVDUHQRWDVVDIH
DVSHUPDQHQWKRXVHZLULQJ+DYHUHFHSWDFOHVLQ
VWDOOHGZKHUHWKH\DUHQHHGHG

2. Check all lamp cords and extension cords.
͔$UHFRUGVSODFHGRXWRIWKHZDONLQJDUHDVDQG
IUHHRIIXUQLWXUHUHVWLQJRQWKHP"7ULSSLQJKD]DUGV
PD\UHVXOW$OVRVWHSSLQJRQFRUGVRUSODFLQJ
IXUQLWXUHRQWKHPFDQFDXVHGDPDJHDQGFUHDWHD
¿UHKD]DUG

3. Check all wall outlets and switches.
͔$UHDOORXWOHWVDQGVZLWFKHVZRUNLQJSURSHUO\"
,PSURSHUO\RSHUDWLQJRXWOHWVRUVZLWFKHVLQGLFDWH
WKDWDQXQVDIHZLULQJFRQGLWLRQPD\H[LVW

͔$UHFRUGVLQJRRGFRQGLWLRQ QRWGDPDJHGRU
FUDFNHG "6KRFNRU¿UHKD]DUGVFDQUHVXOWIURP
GDPDJHGFRUGV'RQRWDWWHPSWWRUHSDLUFRUGV
\RXUVHOI7DNHDQ\LWHPZLWKDGDPDJHGSRZHU
FRUGWRDQDXWKRUL]HGUHSDLUFHQWHURUVDIHO\GLV
SRVHRIWKHLWHPDQGSXUFKDVHDQHZRQH
͔$UHFRUGVXQZUDSSHG"7LJKWO\ZUDSSHGFRUGV
FDQOHDGWRRYHUKHDWLQJ



͔$UHDOORXWOHWVDQGVZLWFKHVFRROWRWKHWRXFK"
8QXVXDOO\ZDUPRXWOHWVRUVZLWFKHVPD\LQGLFDWH
DQXQVDIHZLULQJFRQGLWLRQH[LVWV
͔'R\RXKHDUFUDFNOLQJVL]]OLQJRUEX]]LQJIURP
\RXURXWOHWV"&DOODOLFHQVHGHOHFWULFLDQWRLGHQWLI\
WKHFDXVH
͔$UHDOORXWOHWDQGVZLWFKFRYHUSODWHVLQJRRG
FRQGLWLRQ"5HSODFHDQ\PLVVLQJFUDFNHGRUEURNHQ
FRYHUSODWH

 

1. Check for Tamper Resistant Outlets
2. Check Portable heaters
͔,VLWSODFHGDZD\IURPWKLQJVWKDWFDQFDWFK¿UHVXFKDVGUDSHVDQGQHZVSDSHUV"5HORFDWHKHDWHUV
DZD\IURPSDVVDJHZD\VDQGNHHSDOOÀDPPDEOHPDWHULDOVVXFKDVFXUWDLQVUXJVIXUQLWXUHRUQHZVSDSHU
DWOHDVWWKUHHIHHWDZD\
͔,VWKHHTXLSPHQWVWDEOHDQGSODFHGZKHUHLWZLOOQRWEHWLSSHGRYHU")LUHKD]DUGFDQUHVXOWLIDKHDWHU
LVWLSSHGRYHU$QLPDOVDQGHYHQEORZLQJGUDSHVFDQEHIDFWRUV
3. Check for the presence and proper placement of smoke alarms and test each one.6PRNHDODUPV
VKRXOGEHORFDWHGRQHYHU\OHYHORIWKHKRPHLQVLGHHDFKEHGURRPDQGRXWVLGHHDFKVOHHSLQJDUHD
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PRESS STAY.
GO TO BED.
REST EASY.

Triangle Services Group Security can give your family the peace of mind they deserve.
Have our basic security system installed in your home for $199.
System includes: Alarm panel with power module, 1 keypad, battery back-up,
3 door contacts, 1 motion sensor, 1 smoke/heat sensor, 1 interior siren, 1 yard sign
and window decals. Requires TSG monitoring contract for 36 months at $29.95 per
month. Custom designed systems & commercial plans are also available.
Call today for details and a no-obligation assessment of your home:
919.863.6306

SECURITY BY TSG

“Service excellence is our promise”

Triangle Services Group Inc.

A subsidiary of Wake Electric
NC Alarm License # 1316-CSA

*Limited Time Offer. Purchase Plan requires a signed 36-month contract for monitoring with TSG that includes our maintenance agreement. $199 installation charge is due at the time
of installation. Subject to credit approval. Applies to hard-wired systems only. Wireless systems are available for an additional charge. Homeowners only please. Offer subject to change.
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